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Abstract: This paper looks into the university educational backgrounds of the engineers listed in the Oxford Dictionary
of National Biography, who turned 20 years old between the end of the 19th century and the outbreak of World War II.
As a result, I found that the proportion of university educated engineers increased from about 60% to 70-80% for those
born before 1880 compared to those born between 1891 and 1918. Then, I examined the proportion of the universities
where engineers had studied and found a significant increase in the proportion for the University of Cambridge from none
for those born around 1870 to 43—-47% for those born between 1901 and 1915, with the majority having read engineering
there. The proportion of engineers whose fathers were also engineers increased from 17-19% to 24-32% for those born
between 1870 and 1890 compared to those born between 1906 and 1918. Although I could not verify any inherited family
business relationships between them, their life histories seem to imply that there was a certain degree of awareness in the

1930s that studying engineering at universities was an effective means of becoming an engineer.



