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Regional re-vitalization is getting important issues in a variety of countries. It is also the case for,
specifically, rural area in Japan, which has problems like aging society with fewer children and
increase of regional difference in economy.
We have investigated a case of small town “Yusuhara” located in the western mountain region of
Kochi prefecture Japan. The forest occupies 91 % of total area of the town. Hence, forestry has been
major industry there. It was crucial to utilize sloping land for agriculture, resulting in famous step
shaped rice field even if the agricultural productivity was low. The town features plenty of natural
resources, Japanese traditional buildings, and cultural heritages, while it has severe drawbacks in
infrastructure including transportation, cellular communication, and entertainment facility. The
local government has tried a number of programs for re-vitalization of the town. It includes tourism,
woody biomass business, and so on. The residents expect the town to be a place where young people
come and reside permanently.

According to the survey the local government did in order to

develop future vision of the town, it was clear that most of the residents evaluate the town highly.
This means that even if the town is not in good shape in economical point of view, many people are
satisfied living in the town.
Historically, there have been a lot of discussions with respect to defining a level of regional
vitalization or prosperity. Prosperity of the area was defined by GDP (gross domestic product) in the
past. However, spiritual items have been added in the prosperity index for recent years in addition
to actual level of wealth. Typical example is the “Gross National Happiness” defined by Bhutan’s
former king. It is the mix of seven kind of wellness including economic, environmental, and political
wellness. Legatum Institute for Global Development proposed the prosperity index as a
combination of material wealth and quality of life. This paper tries to identify items to define
prosperity index as a measure of regional vitalization based on the case study of small rural town
Yusuhara.
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2. Prosperity index
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Fig.1 Structure of prosperity index proposed by Legatum

order to analyze regional re-vitalization in terms of
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3. Case of Yusuhara
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"Takatori Korean pickles" is not only sold at
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ii) Activities of Yusuhara resident

also is widely sold by the mail order through the

As mentioned earlier, Yusuhara is historically

internet. The restaurant started in 2008 opens
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The objective of the future regional vitalization

4000 , and so on.

of Yusuhara was set to “Regional revitalization

Fig.2 shows histogram of overall evaluation results

which utilizes abundant nature and which is full

from the worst, worse, fair, better to the best. Most

of attractiveness with calmness and a cordial
reception”. They have three basic concept for
concrete policy as follows: (1) Improvement of
traffic safety and comfort for pedestrian by
streets maintenance. (2) Activation of shopping
street by providing charming and peaceful
business space utilizing nature and history of
the town.
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Fig.2 histogram of overall evaluation results by
residents

exploiting rich environmental resources.

4. Result of survey

of the people evaluated “fair”, but there is an

Last year, the local government of Yusuhara

interesting tendency depending on generation. Older

developed a new comprehensive promotion

generation qualified the town relatively better than

program. The basic concept is "thought of

young generations. Resident’s opinions for their

symbiosis and circulation" (living together with
nature), and "bonds" (relationship of people)and
indicates six keywords, "environment", "health",
"education", "industry", "culture", and "a life."
Concretely, people try to make Yusuhara the
ideal society with such six features as enrich
welfare, robustness against disaster, stable
living,

good

education,

strong

community

network, and resident high satisfaction.
The government and residents of Yusuhara are
jointly doing tremendous effort to build better
society. This will create attractiveness to people
out of town or prefecture, which will result in
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Fig.3 Structure of residents opinions to revitalization

regional revitalization.
The

government

of

Yusuhara

created

a

evaluation were also collected. These opinions were

pamphlet and distributed it to residents. After

categorized into eight groups. Positive opinions on

environment, welfare, and human relationship relate

[1] Adam Smith, “An Inquiry into the Nature and

to good quality of life. Established infrastructure and

Causes of the Wealth of Nations”, 1776

public relationship relate to image of livable town.

[2] http://www.grossnationalhappiness.com/

However, negative opinion on job opportunities and

[3]http://www.neweconomics.org/projects/happy-pla

regional disparity relate to slow business in Yusuhara. net-index
Figure 3 shows the structure of resident’s opinion.
From the case of Yusuhara, we can tell that key
factors for regional revitalization are closely
connected triangles of proactive residents, leaders in
each community or ward, and local government.
It is clear that most of the people in Yusuhara
qualified the town highly not because of economic
growth but from the point of QOL. This comes from
rich communication, good welfare and wonderful
environment.
4. CONCLUSION
A small local town called Yusuhara was investigated
from the point of regional revitalization. Most of the
residents enjoyed QOL in Yusuhara and satisfied to
live there from the point of human relationship and
welfare, environment and infrastructure, even if the
economic situation is not so good. The activeness of
the town arises from closely coupled links among
proactive people, local area leaders and local
government supports. Autonomous and proactive
activities of residents enhance self-confidence and
community ties.
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