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Abstract : Kochi University of Technology's Blue Bird Project, with the theme, 'Practical Information
Age Collaboration between Elementary and Secondary Schools and Universities', has been in
operation since October 1997. The Blue Bird Project, in cooperation with the Kochi Prefecture
teachers' group, is designed to investigate and develop teaching methods for all levels of schools
and universities, methods suitable for this information age. In the past year, aside from our ongoing
program of KUT faculty's visiting lectures in the high schools of Kochi Prefecture, we have begun
an IT training course for school teachers, an experience school for Towason High School pupils, and
an e-Learning system for English and Mathematics to support first year KUT students' independent

study.
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3.2 Moodle Org. 12X % e-Learning system

One of the most challenging tasks faced by
language teachers is to design and maintain
learning environments that motivate students
for more than just a few lessons. Utilizing a
constructivist learning approach combined
with current instructional technology
practices, the learning process can be
made more individualized, and in turn, can
introduce students to the benefits of both
learner autonomy and lifelong learning.
Before one sets off to develop a technology-
enhanced curriculum, a basic understanding
of the constructivist theory and of learning
management systems (LMS) will provide
additional insight when designing a course or a

curriculum. Today most educational curricula
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are designed to introduce the same material
at the same time to all students. For some
students, this approach might be appropriate,
but for other learners, it can obstruct the
knowledge construction process (Grennon
Brooks & Brooks, 1993). Constructivist-based
online courseware is one solution for
on-demand learning.

Online courseware is commonly administered
and delivered through the use of a LMS. An
LMS is simply a collection of robust web-based
tools used to manage information online for
administrators, instructors and learners alike.
The tools included in an LMS can be divided
into three main categories: study skills tools,
communication tools and productivity tools.
Most of the tools introduced in this guide are
part of an open source LMS called Moodle that
can be downloaded from <http://moodle.org>.
There i1s a Japanese language version of the
LMS and a Japanese support group forum at
<http://moodle.org/course/view.php?id=14>.
Many LMSs are open source and can be
downloaded and installed on any number
of computers free of charge. Open source
software has additional advantages such as
frequent updates and community support. A
few of the most popular open source systems
are Moodle, .LRN, Claroline, Manhattan Virtual
Classroom and KEWL.
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