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Using Vygotsky’s notion of “conscious awareness”
to examine the developmental possibilities of
school internships for teacher training

Atsushi Tajima

Core Studies of Kochi University of Technology
185 Miyanokuchi, Tosayamada, Kami-city, Kochi 782-8502 JAPAN

E-mail: tajima.atsushi@kochi-tech.ac.jp

Abstract: This study investigated the significance of a school internship system for teacher training, focusing primarily
on students’ cognitive development from the perspective of educational and developmental psychology. The analyses
indicate that students in teacher training courses who were subsequently employed as teachers tended not to connect
the academic knowledge garnered in university with the practical experience gained in the workplace. This article also
uses Vygotsky’s notion of “conscious awareness” to discuss the developmental value of internship systems that allow
students to alternate between university and school experiences. Finally, the study demonstrated the possibility that
participation in this system might improve the traditionally uncommunicative relationship between universities that
formally educate teachers and the schools that employ them.

Key Words: school internship, teachers training course, student teacher, conscious awareness, scientific concepts
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