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Abstract: This article reports preliminary results of the 2009 season’s prehistoric and palaco-anthropological excavations
at the Dederiyeh Cave, northwest of Syria. The excavations of the entrance area of the cave were carried out as two deep
sounding pits with a depth of 6 - 7m, resulting in the exposure of bedrock in parts. The important discovery was the
Yabrudian assemblages of the final Lower Palaeolithic. Situated below the Early Levantine Mousterian layer and on the
bedrock, this secure stratigraphic context helps defining the precise techno-typological characteristics of the Yabrudian
lithic industry in the northern Levant. Fieldwork was conducted in an area at the end of the cave as well, where a large
chimney is open to the sky. The squares excavated in 1989 - 2001 were widely re-opened in order to investigate the
remaining deposits of the Late Levantine Mousterian period. The detailed research of the exposed living floors will be a
major target of the next seasons.
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