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Abstract: In Japan, Kochi prefecture is one of the prefectures where rich in forest resources, and
the forest land covers almost 84% of the prefecture area. In Kochi prefecture, the forest grow-
ing stock has been increasing, and it accounts for 171 million mi by the end of 2009. In
addition, more than 97% of these trees are nursery trees planted after World War II, and they
are over 35 years old which is in the period of maturity and ready to go to the lumber mar-
ket. However, due to the stagnant of wood price and reduction of wood demand, it is likely
that forestry and lumbering industry in Kochi prefecture has been declined. In this study,
questionnaire survey and interviews to lumbering factories in Kochi prefecture are conducted
in order to capture the current lumbering industry situation and identify problems that this

industry has been facing.
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