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Inter-major Education Program
“Environmental Program” in the School of

Environmental Science and Technology

Hideaki Nakane
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Environmental Science and Technology, Kochi University of Technology,
185 Tosayamadacho-Miyanokuchi, Kami, Kochi, 782-8502, JAPAN

E-mail: nakane.hideaki@kochi-tech.ac.jp

Abstract: The School of Environmental Science and Engineering (sese), Kochi University of Technology (KUT), has
started a new education system from Fiscal Year of 2013. One of the important changes is start of the Environmental
Program, as well as restructuring of majors. It can be said that the new system, "three major + Environmental Program”,
represents an easy-to-understand the actual situation of the School of Environmental Science and Engineering. In
addition, by this new system, the interdisciplinary nature of environmental education becomes clear, which has helped
strategic foundation of new subjects and modification of the existing ones related to the Program. As a result of survey
of the policies of MEXT and MOE and environment education programs in universities in Japan, we believe that in the
case of the faculties or schools such as sese, KUT, where the percentage of students who come out to society directly
from undergraduate is large, it is appropriate to establish an environment education programs in the lower grades to
provide students opportunities to think relationships between environment and their majors. The themes of the subjects
of the Environmental Program are; introduction to the Environmental Program (lst grade), obtaining environmental

literacy (2nd grade) and thinking on their own about environment (3rd grade).
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