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The New Horizon of Globalization and KUT Students

Shinichiro Sakikawa*
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* E-mail: sakikawa.shinichiro@kochi-tech.ac.jp

Abstract: When we think about Japanese universities’ current status in the world, we notice the pace of globalization
is somewhat slow compared to that of universities in the United States, Europe, China, Australia and other ASEAN
universities. This may be closely related to the often-stated goal of overcoming the English language barrier. In order
to be globalized, Japanese students are first required to master English at least to some extent, and only then can the
research exchange and cross-cultural understanding begin. To this end, the KUT Special Scholarship Program (SSP)
was started in 2003 to promote excellence in research by inviting doctoral students with high potential from around the
world to make dynamic contributions in a variety of academic fields at KUT. In addition, the Thailand-Singapore Study
Tour, the Paju English Village Camp in South Korea, the YOSAKOI Summer School, the John Manjiro Program, and the
construction of the International House dormitory for foreign and Japanese students all contribute toward establishing an
ideal environment to increase students awareness of, and motivation to become global citizens. KUT sees itself as* the
university for fulfilling one ’ s self potential ” , and as we head toward a new horizon of the globalization, we renew our

resolve to foster truly global individuals who can make a significant contribution in the new global society.
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