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Abstract: The Objective of this paper is to report the present situation of the sacred and burial places in a hilly and
mountainous area, Kami city. In this area, there used to be a good harmony between life of houses and life in forests.
Forests were the place which gave us the life resources such as foods and materials. Therefore people in this area had
thought that the forests were not only precious places but also sacred places. That would be the reason why the sacred
and burial places were set in the forest.

However, recently depopulation has led abandoned forests and agricultural lands. Now forests have been steadily
dilapidated.

The authors make the present situation of the burial and sacred space in the forest clear based on field studies.

60



