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in a Depopulated Village Area in Kami City

Kikuma Watanabe*
(Received: May 12th, 2017)

School of Systems Engineering, Kochi University of Technology
185 Miyanokuchi, Tosayamada, Kami City, Kochi 782—-8502, JAPAN

* E-mail: watanabe.kikuma@kochi-tech.ac.jp

Abstract: The objective of this paper is to report on the reconstruction project of the Kanamine Shinto Shrine in a
depopulated village area in Kami City. For over 200 years the village consisted of nine houses which made up the
Kanamine Shinto community. However, the village population started to decrease, resulting in only one house and a
neglected shrine remaining that in 2015 were severely damaged by a strong typhoon. In 2016, the building of worship
faced a structural crisis and collapsed.

This project aims to reconstruct the building of the Kanamine Shinto Shrine, and restore and maintain the shrine as the
core of the Kanamine Shinto community. Also, hopefully this project will be the clue that will lead to the revival of the

Shinto communities in other depopulated villages.
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