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Abstract: This report aims to uncover the present situation and transition of the forest around an empty old house in a
hilly and mountainous area, Kami City. In the past, houses and forests were linked with each other. Forests were the
places which gave us not only our life resources such as food and materials, but also an original type of Japanese scenic
beauty composed of a forest and houses.

However, recently depopulation has led to abandoned forests and agricultural land. Now forests have steadily become
desolate places.

Based on field studies, the authors make a clear distinction between the present situation and the transition of the forest,

as well as hoping to discover clues on how to restore the woodlands.
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