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Survey on Historical Landscape of Nakagonyu-village in Saoka
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Abstract: This report aims to discover the attributes of the Historical Landscape of Nakagonyu village in Saoka. A
combination of the method of reading and interpreting Historical Landscapes, and the methodology of Japanese history
were used, as well as the reading of ancient documents and folklore, and interviews with elderly people. Through this
historical analysis, we are clarifying the transition and life of the Nakagonyu village for each historical era, including the
four settlements from the “Age of Warring States” (1467—-1600) before they were integrated into Nakagonyu village in the
Edo period (1603—-1868). Through the excavation of long-distance waterways, the progression of the area of fields and
the number of houses has been uncovered. In the early Meiji period (1868—1912), the village landscape was formed with
wide use of the forest and fields, leading to the present day. However, since the 1970s, land cultivation abandonment,

reforestation, and population decline have advanced, and it has reached the present level.
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