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6. BITED S

The Thai-Singapore study tour continues to be
a popular short-term study abroad experience for
KUT students. While this study tour experience
is too brief to enable students to make significant
gains in English ability, it successfully achieves two
main objectives- first it motivated students to con-
tinue their English studies after returning to Japan
and perhaps inspire them to study abroad again in
the future.

Secondly, this experience provides students the
opportunity to reflect on their current English lev-
els so that they can better determine how to improve
their English language skills in the future.

Each year there has been a number of important
improvements to the program. This year was the
first time that a language teacher from KUT joined
to assist with English language learning activities.
The key component of this program is the project-
based learning or PBL. module where KUT students
work with Thai students to research and present on
current topics related to Thailand and Japan. Al-
though the time frame for the PBL project is brief,
students are engaged in using English over a 3-day
period.

On the third day students give group presentation
as an end-product, but the key to the success of PBL
is not the quality of the end product but the impor-
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tance of the process, for example how they negotiate
topics, state opinions and share ideas in an English-
only environment. In the future, it may be advan-
tageous to have students choose topics and prepare
data before the study tour to improve the quality of
the end product.

In addition to the PBL component, KUT students
give presentations on Japan and Japanese culture
during this study tour. These presentations could be
enriched by employing a structure similar to PBL,
where smaller groups of students give concurrent
presentations. An informal small-group presenta-
tion style would allow for greater opportunities to
ask and answer questions in English.

In Singapore, a similar approach could be taken.
When visiting universities in Singapore, students
could be arranged into smaller groups, to provide far
greater opportunities for students to speak English
as opposed to giving more formal presentations to
the entire cohort. Likewise, when visiting the “start-
up” companies in Singapore, a similar small-group
approach may be more beneficial. Rather than a sin-
gle start-up employee giving a formal presentation
to the entire group of Japanese students, the program
could be re-structured to allow several employees to
lead smaller “informal group information meetings”
that provide KUT students more chances to interact
with the company workers.

In conclusion, the PBL component was the least
structured activity and lacked formality that is often
a vital part of Asian culture, but on the other hand,
the informal and spontaneous qualities of PBL were
the most constructive elements in creating a posi-
tive language learning experience for KUT students.
(Paul Daniels)
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Abstract: The annual Thailand & Singapore study tour of KUT in the 2018 fiscal year was conducted from
March 17th to the 26th. Twenty undergraduate students from the School of Systems Engineering, the School
of Information, the School of Environmental Science and Engineering, and the School of Economics and Man-
agement participated. For the purpose of learning globalization, ethnic diversity and multicultural perspectives,
we visited Thai-Nichi Institute of Technology (TNI), King Mongkut * s University of Technology Ladkrabang
(KMITL), Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR), and Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity(NTU). The director of International Relations Center, Professor Shinichiro Sakikawa, English Professor,
Paul Daniels, and two administrative staff, Ms. Yoko Morio and Mr. Seishiro Yamamoto accompanied the
students. During the study tour, KUT students interacted with foreign students and discovered the academic
and research levels at TNI, KMITL and NTU. Thai and Japanese students spoke in English, studied different
cultures, and deepened their friendships. It is believed that this was a precious opportunity for students to
realize globalization.
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