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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to record the procedures for planning, surveying, designing, implementing, and ob-
serving abandoned farmland reclamation in the Saoka area of Tosayamada, Kochi Prefecture, Japan. Abandoned farmland
has been on the rise nationwide, and its neglect could lead to a decline in food self-sufficiency and an increase in wildlife-
related issues. In the research field situated within the Satoyama landscape of Tosayamada, drainage capabilities of
abandoned farmland have deteriorated, resulting in damage to wildlife and weed and pest infestations. To address this
issue, the establishment of water channels was pursued to restore proper drainage function. During the implementation
phase, local bamboo was chosen as the primary material due to its availability and ease of sourcing. This approach led
to effective drainage of excess moisture from the fields after construction. Soil moisture measurements were conducted
post-construction, complementing visual with quantitative assessments to gauge drainage water efficacy. Nevertheless,
the longevity of drainage functionality and the progression of post-construction vegetation require continuous observation
beyond the short study period. Regular monitoring remains imperative for the sustained success of the drainage system

and the overall rehabilitation of abandoned farmland.
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