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Abstract: This paper examines the career choices of fifty-three speakers who have appeared in the
“Confidential Records of a Professional”, a serialized column in the Nikkei Business Daily, since 2018.
Most of the speakers were business managers. [ categorized them into entrepreneurial, succession,
promotion, transfer, and professional business managers according to their origins, and those who
worked as experts were classified as professionals, athletes, artists, and researchers.The majority of the
participants were in their 60s, and most of them had a university degree or higher. In terms of first career
choice, regardless of classification, almost all chose to be employees. Also, with the exception of a few,
they did not choose their career with a solid life plan from the beginning. In more than one-third of the
cases, there was no career change during their career, and many of them worked for a long time and were
promoted to business managers. This pattern may still be the honor student life. Even if they take over
the family business as a successor, they need to make the same major changes as a career change along
the way in order for the company to grow. In this respect, it is similar to the entrepreneurial type seizing
the opportunity to start a business. In both types, the secret to success is to increase the number of chance

encounters and hone one’s ability to seize opportunities.
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