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Abstract: This article discusses the change of the family structure and its functions by examining case studies of the
family retirement system in the individualized society of Niyodogawa, Kochi. The family retirement system, called
‘Inkyo’ in Niyodogawa, Kochi, is a unique example from others. In this system, the oldest son of the family does not
live with his parents after he marries, unlike in the stem extended families. The main characteristic of this system is
that the parents give their own house to all their sons as a wedding gift when they marry, and then the parents move to
another house with the rest of the other family members. This family system appears the same as the conjugal family
system except for the parents’ sacrifice of their house as a wedding gift. The findings of this study show that the family
system in Kochi has changed significantly since World War II. The main factors causing the change have been identified as
industrialization and the popularization of higher education. Nowadays, the family structure has changed with the family
spread over a wide area geographically. Although the functions of the family have not been completely lost, the tradition
of visiting family members is not common. The social system and welfare services supplement the functions of the family
when it comes to supporting the elderly. Today, as individualization is on the rise, social welfare has become an essential

part of the social infrastructure.
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