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Abstract: In this paper, the actual situation of the youth association in Kochi Prefecture in the Heisei period was
verified by analyzing local newspaper articles and conducting interviews with the relevant people. First, we set the
milestones for the youth association activities, namely the “regeneration period” (1989—-1995), “decline period” (1996—
2010), and “reconstruction period” (2011-2019). The youth association has declined due to the decrease in the number
of youths, as their role has become fixed as leaders of event-type local festivals. However, the youth association during
the reconstruction period was engaged in activities that renewed their traditional roles in night schools, parties held to
find a marriage partner, disaster prevention, crime prevention, and festivals. University students have joined the youth
association as the new bearers of the torch, and activities have been developed to connect them with the community
across the generations. In the Heisei period, the youth association in Kochi Prefecture played a specific role in long-term

connections with the community.
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