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Land Use and Livelihood in Saoka, Kami City in the Meiji Era
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Abstract: In this paper, we will explore the transition of land ownership of the Morita family, a small and medium-sized
landowner who lived in the Saoka area of Kami City during the Meiji era. We tried to use the land he owned and restore
it to support livelihood. As a result, the Morita family’s accumulation of land from the end of the Edo period to the Meiji
period was more fluid than advanced. The Morita family, who successfully survived the early Meiji period institutional
turmoil, had accumulated land around the land they had owned since the Edo period and prepared a production base. In
the late Meiji era, they gave up a lot of land when there was no leap from small or medium-sized landowner to landowners
of vast areas of land. In the land use of “Satoyama” in the Saoka area, the speculation is that the residential land owned

by the Morita family was cultivated and forested with a complex product use of the field and mountain resources.

24



