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Abstract: In this study, the author clarifies an Industry-Academia-Government collaboration mechanism based on the
inter-organizational relationship (IOR) theory by analyzing the relationship between the “Industry” and “Academia” col-
laboration process. As a result, the author finds that the “phenomenon” of the industry-academia-government collabo-
ration can be structurally explained as a mechanism using the “theory” of the inter-organizational relationship. On the
other hand, there are some related phenomena in the industry-academia-government collaboration process, and those phe-
nomena cannot be explained from each perspective in the inter-organizational relationship theory. It has also been found
that such related phenomena require “missing functions” that cannot be explained by the inter-organizational relationship

theory. Furthermore, note that the coordinator performs those “missing functions”.
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