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Abstract
Design of Prayer Space in the City of Japan
Infrastructure Systems Engineering Course
1245079 Atsuko Yamato

The urban " prayer space " in Japan is a single building for praying to the sky and the earth, which
are universal and fundamental in nature. As a stance for worshiping the sky and the earth, we will
follow the composition technique of Japan's " prayer space " based on the natural beliefs that have
been formed from ancient times to the early modern period. In order to embody it as a single
building, we will utilize the technique of the aggregated "prayer space" established in the early
modern period to consolidate the space.

The " prayer space " was originally a space derived from nature worship, and megalithic structures
such as Stonehenge and Iwakura are ancient " prayer space " before religious systematization. The
" prayer space " in Japan is also based on the belief in nature, and the space of shrines and temples
has developed from ancient times to the early modern period alongside nature, which is the core

"

of the original belief. On the other hand, the cohesive " prayer space " established in the early
modern period is a pilgrimage-style " prayer space " formed by aggregating the composition of the
" prayer space " in Japan into a single building. Sazaedo and Rakando is a typical example. These
are self-contained pilgrimage spaces that can be installed anywhere because they have a standard
design that excludes nature.

Currently, in Japanese cities, " prayer space " such as funeral halls and ossuary halls are being
constructed. However, modern cities often do not have nature to be worshiped, and nature is
excluded from these facilities as well, and they do not inherit the spatial composition that has
developed to be close to nature. In addition, the technique of constructing the aggregated " prayer
space " established in the early modern period is not utilized, and in that sense, it has nothing to
do with the "prayer space" that has continued to develop historically in Japan. The need for a "
prayer space " in modern cities is that it is hoped that the anxiety of urban life, which seems to
have no roots, will be resolved, and that one's existence will have a solid root along with "prayer."
I think. Nature is certainly scarce in modern cities, but the sky and the earth do exist everywhere.
While paying attention to this again, I think it is extremely significant to realize a " prayer space "
based on the ancient Japanese belief in nature in a modern city. In addition, the composition of
the aggregated " space of prayer " that can realize the " prayer space " with a single building is
extremely necessary for designing an intensive " prayer space " in a city with many restrictions on
the installation location. It is valid.

In this design, we first analyze the composition of the " prayer space " that is rooted in natural
beliefs and the aggregated " prayer space " in Japan. Next, based on the analysis, we will design a
" prayer space " with the sky and the earth as the core of faith. Finally, the space will be consolidated using
the " prayer space " that is aggregated so that it can be installed in the city. This forms an urban " prayer space
". In the modern city of Japan, designing a " prayer space " rooted in natural beliefs, utilizing the composition
technique of the aggregated " prayer space ", and the resulting " prayer space " It inherits the ancient Japanese
" prayer space " and is considered to be an effective model for designing an urban "prayer space" in Japan in

the future.
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