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What is Adler Psychology ‘‘Social Interest”?
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Abstract: This paper compares the content of “Social Interest” in Adler psychology with the “Common Good” of ancient
Greek philosophy, the “Common Good” of communitarianism, and the concept of social capital, and also examines the
commonalities and criticisms of these concepts. Social Interest is a central concept in Adler psychology, and the extent
of the concept includes the past, the future, and the entire universe. Social Interest has no fixed purpose, but to create an
attitude toward life. Therefore, it does not conflict with individual freedom. The Common Good of communitarianism is
the inheritance of ancient Greek philosophy. In modern society the reflection of individual diversification, the superiority
and inferiority relationship with individuals, which was not so much of a problem in ancient Greece, becomes a problem.
There is criticism that there is no consensus on the content of Common Good, but communitarians have made it a matter
of eternal pursuit. Social capital is destined to continue to be undermined in modern society, but society is becoming more
tolerant. Social capital contains a concept similar to that of a sense of community, but has been expanded and transformed

in a modern way. For human symbiosis, a broad sense of community including the past and future is necessary.



