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Abstract

Design and Implementation of a Data Storage Library for

Distributed Reinforcement Learning

Hiroaki Kariya

Reinforcement Learning (RL) is a machine learning technique, in which agents in an
environment select actions by observing the environment and try maximize the reward
from the environment. When performing RL in a complex environment, experience
generation can be a bottleneck. Therefore, Distributed Reinforcement Learning (DRL)
was designed to scale out computational resources to perform the experience generation
asynchronously in parallel. DRL methods include A3C and Ape-X DQN. The generated
training data should be saved for follow-up studies including verification and analysis.

In this study, we design and implement a data storage library for DRL on top
of Ray, a distributed parallel processing framework for RL. In order to efficiently save
the generated data, we execute the file-writing processes asynchronously by Ray actors.
For performance evaluation, we measured the execution time with and without saving
the training data for two environments CartPole and Breakout. Experimental results
from CartPole show that, as the number of actors generating experiences increases,
the transfer of data between actors becomes a bottleneck. Experimental results from
Breakout, which has large states, we confirmed an overhead of about 20% in copying
objects to Ray’s shared memory during remote functions. We discuss future possible

methods of reducing these overheads.

key words Distributed Reinforcement Learning, Actor Model, Ray, Data Storage
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2.2 Experience Replay
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pull.remote() | LocalManager,

|idn| LocalManager, | € experience | buffer |

write()

\ 4

| FIL |

3.3 merge() DA DN

3.3 RET—YDEHE

FET—RIFERITR 2720, BEUNIEMHLU TREFET 2HE DS, T OJEMELELH R K
WAy 7275 2 L %&ilklT 5728, LocalWrapper W TH#ERZ & IZ[EMT 5.

HARM2x, 85 —%% GCS I L Ta¥—7 0T pickle.dumps() 12 &% ¥
V7 74X zlib.compress() (2 & % EHfiZ4T 5. pickle.dumps() ® 71 h )&

z1lib.compress () DEffE L NIVIEENZ N Python 3.7.7 IZE 1 2 HlEM % W7z,
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3
N
il

\liil
1]
cHA
D

T = ZRFETIVOMREZMELS 5 72 DIT/T o L REBROBRE & FIE, fERICOWTEHR

5.

41 YIal—I3avRE

ARFEEBRTIE OpenAl Gym DT 2 Iab—va VEBRETH S CartPole-vl 2] &

BreakoutDeterministic-v4 [1] 213 %. BANICREREOHM 250487 5.

4.1.1 CartPole-v1

CartPole 13X 4.1 D & S IZEBOR W EHR E2BET 25 HO FIZHEAENIZELD 11
SNTHEY, BEAZELBIZENT I LICL > TEIENEVWES NSV AZIAZ 2 H
FelyIab—yarvBREdHs. ZORRKICEIT27EHEME {0,1} ofiTHh b, £

AVITRTUEZLT S, REBIIEHOME, HE, BOME, AERETHS.

7 4.1 CartPole-vl Of7E)Z=fH]
Num Action
0 BHEHZEANHT
1 BHEHzZAAHT
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4.2 FERNAE

4.1 CartPole ¥ I a L —¥ a VHEH [2]

4.1.2 BreakoutDeterministic-v4

Breakout 1% Atari BRIEO—¥TH D, 4.2 12T & SIZHEE FEIZH D80 )L 2 #E
UCAR—I)VEHEE EEIZH 270y 712U T, 2TO7uy 7 2HT I 2HEE Lz —
LTHD. ZOBEBEOTHZEMIE {0,1,2,3) DETHY, FA2IFRTMIEEITS. 0B
BB X N B REBIEHME 210 © 27 )L, B 160 ¥ 272D RGB E&ETH D, 70w 7 %iH

TEHRMBEOND. FoNDEMIZEL 70y 2 DEIZE > TET 5.

4.2 ZEBRAR

AWSETIRET 5T — XRIFE T IVOVERE % 1M 3 % 7212 CartPole E&Ei & Breakout
BEOE & TEEETD Ape-X DQN 128 U TTF — Z{RAFNIE 2800 U 72 B2 F AT %
M 5. AREBRIER 4.3 TRIFEEZ 2 5HVWTHELZ Ray 77 AX ET#E % 10

[E47\y, FEfTRE O RMEZJE T 5. Ray 7 7 A X1k ray start --head & ray start

# 4.2 BreakoutDeterministic-v4 D 47822 ]

Num Action
0 a6 L 72w
1 A—LzHHETS
2 NRNVEHIZEHNT
3 NNV EEICEHNPT
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4.2 FERNAE

--address="~"Y R/ —=RDIP7RLRA" TENENAY N/ —F&T—h—/— Kzl
LTS 5.

FERFBBREIZOWTEER TIRICRR 2 RF T 2 Lk (—fFH X)) &2y b7 —
I HHRHZAET B Hik (BBEH D LIER) O 2 @0 T WETREZ KT 5. FET—X
DAMEEIE 100 27y T2 10—V 7Y b& LT, v—)L7 7 % 2000, 4000, 6000,
8000, 10000 [H] & § 2D ERKZ1TS 7 27 X — DL CartPole IRIFTIX 2, 4, 6, 8,
10, 20, Breakout BEiTlx 20 TFT\>, Replay Buffer ® 41 X 214 3%,

FHUT 1075 Tk pickle [6] T Python 7Yz 27 b2 V7547 700N
FEERAL I THEYET—RERGEL TV, ZNSDOUBIZ X B4 —N—~y RERGET 5
7=®1Z, pickle THEIRNZREER % RATZ U 72 BRO FATHRE 2 FANR 5.

Tz, BEZ74 770 L OMEER HERT 272012, T — X{RAFEEEE % Ff> 72 Replay Buffer
BERELIZTA 7TV THS cpprb [3] ZHWS. cpprb ZHWZT —XRFIZIE, 20T

177V M3 %5 Replay Buffer 238 DBI%{ save_transitions() % {73 5.

OO0 3

5
il
|

4.2 Breakout ® 7L A (i [1]
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4.3 RERHRR

# 4.3 FIEEOMK

F R W= a VIEH
CPU | AMD Ryzen 7 3800X 8-Core Processor
A€ 128GB
GPU GeForce RTX 2060 SUPER
OS Ubuntu 20.04.2 LTS
Python 3.7.7
Ray 1.13.0

4.3 ZHRER

4.3.1 CartPole-v1

RAAWFZT IR =% 2~20 & L7 &ED CartPole Bz B 2 ETHTH 5. &

%
R THRFICRIRZ (/79 2 — R OPERRE FRIZH 4% T, 727 X2 —BOZALIZ L 551
Ronghrot. —H, 2y b7 — 7 BHRCRRZ R/RIF T 2 HEHJ1TIE 5.3 ~ 16.8% 5

THEENMERLTBY, 7228200128V THRBMREMETENRAXILIAREZ L WVIFERN
Bonr-.

¥ 7z, pickle Z HWZHGATIAT 7 X2 —HEHP T EHEMETLTED, 77X —%
20 IZBWTHRART 11.7% FITHEMET T 52 L 2R L 7.
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4.3 RERHRR

# 4.4 CartPole BEEIZ 5 1) 5 FATIFH [sec]
T 2—=8 rollout | T—XRGFERL M #EHT pickle
2000 63.27 66.06 67.38  66.76
4000 124.72 131.61 131.05 131.63
2 6000 187.06 194.84 196.50 188.72
8000 246.00 258.98 259.61  259.32
10000 313.96 320.09 327.25 321.79
2000 38.08 38.35 39.73 38.26
4000 73.30 76.34 78.37 71.70
4 6000 110.78 115.21 115.34 112.99
8000 142.68 115.21 115.34 148.61
10000 180.91 188.59 195.26  182.57
2000 28.73 30.27 30.86 29.36
4000 54.52 56.13 58.56  55.63
6 6000 82.36 86.57 88.02 83.08
8000 106.79 111.33 118.68 113.15
10000 135.24 140.94 143.62 135.83
2000 24.53 24.85 26.02 24.05
4000 45.13 47.25 48.57  46.95
8 6000 65.85 70.14 71.81 69.42
8000 88.91 90.58 94.42 92.19
10000 111.70 113.50 120.70  111.52
2000 20.70 21.81 23.00 21.72
4000 40.19 40.11 42.53 40.88
10 6000 57.96 60.10 63.18  60.86
8000 77.53 79.45 83.16 81.91
10000 99.95 99.73 103.61 98.00
2000 15.21 15.71 16.92 15.50
4000 25.99 27.21 30.68 27.48
20 6000 38.36 40.10 44.60  41.30
8000 48.18 51.76 59.12 53.82
10000 61.98 63.16 71.81 67.31
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4.3 RERHRR

4.3.2 CartPole-v1 (cpprb)

% 4.5 1 cpprb HMREET 3 Replay Buffer %W 7=3B 2 LT, 541 75V hifaft
T35 — R RIEHRE L RETHTT — X 2 M7 LD EFIETH 5. cpprb AT 2
BRET T — X 27T 5 &, IS T 10%EREDYE T L T 72 5545 1 T 13 AL
BEMUZZ 22 X MRS T AR TE R 572, BEFEICID F— X2 HHFT 5
Y, —HEHITIE 3%, BT 3 ~ 14% OMAHME F AR TE 2. 7 2 X —H 20
IZBWT cpprb Y IREFED M S CHREE FRARE EAE FRAAE A5 2105 FEE
g SNz,

4.3.3 BreakoutDeterministic-v4

£ 4.6 1Zu—)L 7T bOEEE 2000 ~ 10000 & U7z & & D Breakout Eifi T D FEFTHEH
Thd. REFE (—HEN) TIE16.5 ~21.7%, REFHE (HEH) TlX 15.8 ~ 19.6%
DUERME N RoTWz, B—=L7 Y FOEBE T — X2 R/EFTEXA IV TDENIZELD
PR T RICEIHR TS o .

¥ 7z, pickle Z H W2 TF — XRGEFTIXMREDOE FIIHR TS o7z, ZOMENS,
pickle IZ& % Python A 7Yz 27 DYV T7I534 X, YVTIAAXLEATVLI DN

AF VT 7 ANANDEZIAARIZ L DZERADEEDR DN WS Z e bbb,

4.3.4 BreakoutDeterministic-v4 (cpprb)

# 4.7 1% Breakout Bii T cpprb 2424t 3 % Replay Buffer 2 W72 %B iz LT, A5
177 )DRMET BT — X FRE L IRETFETT — X 2 /7 L ZBOETRETH 5. —
B TIEE =7 Y hOEEZE 2000, 4000, 10000 & L7z & XIZ cpprb Z MWz F— &
RAEDPIRETIE L 0 IR TH o7z, AT cpprb OBEEE 72 7 — X7 IEKIE
CHEREDME R U7z, BEFIETIE O —IL 7 D b DEIEA 2000, 4000, 8000 DRFIZ 37 ~ 60%
PEREAME T UL CT\W223, cpprb Z W56 & s 5 E MR FRIIIA STz,
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4.3 RERHRR

#: 4.5 CartPole BELIZEH 1T 5 cpprb % HW 72 FETHFH [sec]
T—X cpprb cpprb e SRS e SRS
72 2 =% rollout
AL (—FEHD)  (FEHD)  (—4EH0D)  GREEHD)
2000 53.16 53.12 54.88 55.70 55.28
4000 102.66 103.05 106.49 106.83 106.11
2 6000 150.56 151.57 157.68 157.01 156.91
8000 200.62 200.58 206.06 207.06 208.76
10000 248.88 249.25 255.27 256.82 260.08
2000 31.15 31.17 32.60 32.54 32.38
4000 57.00 57.06 60.39 60.33 60.39
4 6000 83.07 83.27 88.78 88.12 88.90
8000 108.79 109.80 116.82 115.70 118.68
10000 136.50 135.83 144.81 143.78 145.30
2000 23.37 23.30 25.22 24.94 24.94
4000 42.82 41.90 44.57 44.69 45.77
6 6000 60.28 60.83 66.52 65.05 65.15
8000 79.61 80.80 89.49 84.12 85.98
10000 99.57 97.94 105.22 104.59 106.23
2000 20.47 20.33 21.59 21.18 21.90
4000 36.43 37.33 38.55 37.43 38.27
8 6000 52.22 51.57 56.92 53.85 56.38
8000 67.55 67.09 72.16 70.52 73.35
10000 84.80 82.81 90.83 87.92 90.03
2000 18.35 18.55 19.96 18.96 19.76
4000 32.10 32.38 35.69 33.19 34.65
10 6000 46.05 46.16 50.87 47.45 49.82
8000 59.92 59.83 65.80 61.60 64.45
10000 74.40 73.64 81.61 76.24 79.81
2000 15.04 14.93 16.28 15.38 16.99
4000 26.03 25.13 28.10 25.74 29.56
20 6000 35.86 35.26 41.05 36.03 41.37
8000 46.35 45.87 51.79 46.63 53.49
10000 56.63 55.46 61.64 57.62 64.81
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4.4 LocalManager @/ — RElEIZ & B508

# 4.6 Breakout EREEIZH 1T 5 FHITHFH] [sec]
72— rollowt T—XEfFERL  —HFEH #EHIJ  pickle

2000 92.46 112.53 110.11  91.16

4000 185.03 215.58 214.24 178.15

20 6000 268.95 321.77 321.13  265.92
8000 357.00 427.45 421.66  358.06

10000 444.50 530.07 531.69 438.17

# 4.7 Breakout BE&EEIZEH 1T 5 cpprb % HW 7= EITIFH [sec]

F—R cpprb cpprb RETIE REFIE
77 Z2—# rollout

BRFEm L (—HFHh)  GEEH) (il (EEED)
2000 512.78 602.49 1284.64 715.91 704.22
4000 745.58 714.37 2463.63 1466.09 1020.43

20 6000 1995.48 927.24 4218.83 1107.03 1665.02
8000 1402.95 2952.28 5199.22 2125.71 2241.80
10000 3568.27 1739.95 6870.91 2313.01 3682.60

4.4 LocalManager @/ — REREICL BHE

EFL T o 72 5Bk X GlobalManager DA~y K/ — NIZFET 2 & 5 IZHIBEIL TW 223,
TOMDT 7 X =ik Ray DAT Va—F Ik VEE/ —NERELTWS., TDd, &
BREHEKT 57 7 X —& LocalManager 3[F—/ — N EIZfFfEE T/ — NE@EPFRET
560N H5. £ T, 72 X—¥& LocalManager %#[F—/ — N EIZRET S L5270
7T LEEFUETKEZHERSZ LT, Ray DATYVa—Y) Y TIZEd4—n"—~v %
WEES 5.

LocalManager &7 27 & —%[[— /) — RAD#EIX, Ray ® API 2z H\WT7u+ X ID
DOEELTWS /) — REREL, ray.remote() DA T aVIiZHEX BT L TiIToTW\W5.

F 48137 7 X —H2 ~ 20 T CartPole BREEDH & TEEHET - ROEITRHTH 5.
—¥E 0, #EHIJI L 1T LocalManager DFLET %/ — R 2 HIHIL 2\WiGE & i L T
IR T ERD o T2,
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4.4 LocalManager @/ — Nl #EIZ & 5

27488

=

K48 TUR—D/)— NiEEEA 56 DOETRHE D I [sec]

) g EEmS g EREm
77 xR rollont | ey G L)  GRiEB D) (BB D)
2000 66.06 67.38 64.24 67.69

4000 131.61 131.05 130.55 129.46

2 6000 194.84 196.50 194.21 196.21
8000 258.98 259.61 257.74 260.13

10000 320.09 327.25 316.78 322.93

2000 38.35 39.73 39.99 39.75

4000 76.34 78.37 77.37 78.00

4 6000 115.21 115.34 117.06 116.41
8000 115.21 115.34 155.10 155.32

10000 188.59 195.26 191.02 189.59

2000 30.27 30.86 29.40 30.26

4000 56.13 58.56 57.51 59.56

6 6000 86.57 88.02 84.40 85.83
8000 111.33 118.68 112.15 116.94

10000 140.94 143.62 141.29 144.49

2000 24.85 26.02 24.48 25.41

4000 47.25 48.57 46.19 49.05

8 6000 70.14 71.81 70.31 72.24
8000 90.58 94.42 91.50 96.31

10000 113.50 120.70 115.27 120.03

2000 21.81 23.00 21.82 22.44

4000 40.11 42.53 40.50 42.33

10 6000 60.10 63.18 59.00 64.59
8000 79.45 83.16 78.05 81.59

10000 99.73 103.61 99.20 105.63

2000 15.71 16.92 15.31 17.00

4000 27.21 30.68 26.80 30.09

20 6000 40.10 44.60 38.74 44.53
8000 51.76 59.12 53.20 57.22

10000 63.16 71.81 63.19 72.97
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Z 5

FEFE R 5, CartPole BEO—FEH LIS D T X b r — A THY 20% FATHE KT T
5 Z o7z, LocalManager @/ — FELEIZ & 2508 2 AR EZBROMER N S, Ray
DAT Y a—) VIO A —N—~y FIZLDFETEHENDHEITNIVWEEZEZLNS.
EDZ &%2#E 2T, CartPole 555 & Breakout BRI CTOMREK N O K & 7T 1 7

V) EDHBIZDOWTHERE U ZNEZ RS

5.1 CartPole RiE

CartPole B&Bi T, v b7 —7 BRI Z RF T 2HEHIOT 7 2 =420 128
WT 11.2 ~ 22.7% TEREAME N § 2 L WO RV G S, — ) CHEHI TRZ DR
i¥ merge ) DIFTHLEBDOATH 5720, HEEETOEREEZX 5N S, nerge() T
GlobalManager #% LocalManager 2 o #ERZHEUF L, N1 F V7 7 A MAFEALNIHZE
fToTW5a. Rz 32 TS0 IX GlobalManager ' LocalManager & A v ¥ — ¥ % %%
59562 &TiroTW5%, ZIZ T, Breakout BRIEOHEH I TiEa—I)L7 7 b 2000 [\
D EFH 10 [A] merge () ZIFOH L TW/2DIZxf LT, CartPole B TIXFIT 73 [AI0F
CHLUTW2., TR 5, CartPole BRENZH 1T 5D ER L X v b7 — 7 HHFDE
B Z M iE Brackout EREE & IR L T/hNSWeEZ 65, £D728%, LocalManager 75
B A Z T A MWILD F — N =~y ROBREROEF XYy b T =T HHOIA S L HIELT
KELBRDEFEEMER LUz E X 5N 5. LocalManager & #REREAEKT 27 27 X —I1%

LIZHIGLTWB 720, TR —DELRBIFEAY -V DREZFIZLDA—N—~Y
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5.2 Breakout il

RMRELBROR IV A Y ZITRoTEEZONS.
F7, RAAITRUFERDS pickle 1IZXBY VT IA4AXENAF N T 74N ADEES
AAILERE K T O BN TH D L FEZ NI TZOMIEVLBEND 5.

5.2 Breakout &g

Breakout B CI%, —fHS, #EH L B2 20% HOMRME T 2R L. — D
L HRE D CEATIRRNC W e o 72 Z & 55, LocalManager D A € U IZHEER % & &34
& append() AR ML XY ZIZRoTWVWEHEFZ H5N5. append() X LocalManager 7%
RUET2VE-MEBETHY, REFETIMREEFIHE LTHEITTS. Ray DY E— MK
MEFI NS &, Global Control Store (GCS) IZX L THIEE LTANLEZATY 22 b
DIAV=DHKET S, 51 LTANINEZ AT VI DT —XY 1 X%, CartPole B

TIEEYITHY 2446 /31 1, Breakout BjiE CTIEFEYITH 216160 /N1 N Th o7z, TD7=
b, REBEMDOT — XY A XHKE W Breakout EIETIX GCS ~NO I =K MLy o
ERDFEFTHEMERNLZEEZOoNS., £/, —fEHNLHEHIIT nerge() DIEUH
U R > TWAIZE B & FEFREFICEDNR S i d 5 72Dk, Breakout HiET
RO ER L 2y T = HFDOA —N—~y FDPKELRB720 merge () WHID A —
W=~y RPEHTEERE IR 212D EZONS.

5.3 BtFEZ4772Y (cpprb) &DLLE

cpprb Z AW RERDMIETIE, Breakout BREEDHEH I TH L S MREAME T L7z, 2
HFHETIE, HBRATHREENET—REDENDAREMRFT S, ZHIZH L cpprb D
save_transitions() TIi%, Replay Buffer WO 2T — X 2 {73 5720, 1 EIZWUET
5T —REPREFHELIBRUTRELL BV ETEEDK N 2RV ZLEZ NS, £z,
cpprb T 1 BIZRIET 5 T — X BUIAKFEERD Replay Buffer ®H 1 ZIZFEE L 72 214 A3
EBRTHB7-®, Breakout BREIZE T 2 —FH N CTREFEIVENLERERLZLHE
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5.4 R MLy 7 ORI

ZHbNb. UL, cpprb % W7z Breakout BREETOD 7 — X AR1F O FATREH T IR NVIE A K

2700 12 7 D EATER R 9% LR MGE 217 5 BB 5 5.

5.4 R MRy I DERHE

FEEAER L EELDF %) 5 LocalManager D A €V k% & X AT append() FEATHFIZ
#4925 GCS ~® ¥ —& GlobalManager 7% LocalManager ® A E VU 7 & fER % HUS
T2 merge() AR ML A Y ZIZR>TWVWHEEZLND.

append() IZ LB KR MLy 7 2HT 57-DIZ1%, LocalWrapper W TREERZ EfHEL D
DI TANMANFEEMNL, 7714 )0V% % append.remote() DAEIE & LT LocalManager /~
5EZ25Z8TGCS NI —F54T7 V7 beR/NBEBTEREDHENEZOND. 77
A INADHE ZAAITIEEME I E W HE @ N 72 numpy . savez_compressed [4] AME
flieLTHEZOND.

7z, merge() IZ X AMREK R 2RI T 572121 append() ETHFIZEZRAAL T 7
1 V4% GlobalManager G352 LT, 771 oRBE2EEGAHES LS512T
SHEREZoNS. LrL, #E/ — N THEE %175 5E1E GlobalManager OEjfEL T
W53 =R EZT7 7 A IVPEEETRARAANTERVAREEDN D 2720, ZTDHE IR
D LocalManager %4t U TRERZEET 2 H6ENDH 5.
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AIZE T, SR bFETT 2 X —PIRBIZER T 2 ¥E T — X % Ray 2 VTR
FE55477) OFEHEHMFAELIT o2, ERINLRERE —RNIZRFET 2 7o 2 LR
FINTRBRZHGHAB LTI 7ANAEZIALC IO A% Ray 772 —12& bV E— M
VRN WAL S 5 2 & C, BEFEDT 7V 7 — 3 V2T — ZFLE 2B U 7256
DOURME N E2HA 5 Z L 2 HiEL .

REFEEHNTFET — X2 REF LR, CartPole BREETIXEEM TIRIZIRET 5
BHECIREMERISEE T — X2 HETE, 2y MY HEHRICAET 256138 20%
DI ==~y RBH 2B VI FERNE S5 N7, Breakout BRETIET —XREFEDO XA IV
VBRI 20% FMEREPME NS5 Z e 2R L7z, £/, M7V —LT—2ZFAL
B L DIBER»S, ATV bDY VT IAXENAFT VT 7 AUANDEFEZAA,
Ray DAT Y a—) v 72K —nN—~y FiX, BREFERKRIIBIEF—N—~v FD
HCHERI NS WE WS Z e 355 7z,

FEITEEDETDOERF L LT LocalManager @ A€ V(25 % E ZIAL append ) EAT
Rz AT 5 GCS ADA TV 7 DI —& GlobalManager %' LocalManager ® A &
VORGSR RNV Ry 7 & ilhozEZOoNS. OB ML Ay 7%
fRH 9 572012, append() TY E— MEBUZET ATV = FOTF =X Y1 XE/NSLT
5%, GCS "NDOIA—=DREULWLUBAZT T 50 EORBPLETHSL. £, At
ZTIIRROE ZIAAIZET 5 APLIZFEEL TWED, 7740 55MAL APL IERK
ROEHEDU DRV OBITELET Z2HEND 5.
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5

AR EEDDIZHZD L DI_EE L TL X 5 2 RIGARBIRICHALB L EIF 7.
WEFED A RMEDE £ & THRGEth 2 M F e d o 72BR1Z, IR ELS A RMER 2 D FIRIZET
HMHKIZFE S T EZIT oI LTI VBRI TAIFRICMOMEO I R TE X L. RES
MERZRD F U, F72, BIEZ5EZITTLES oA HBER L #ILFEBERIZE L&
DIBHHBH L EFET. I F—RERERDOLT, HEZ2EDDIZH-VEERIEREZH
SREBHEEIZRD £ L.
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